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Mr.  CHAIRMAN  and  COUNCILLORS 


This  is  the  67th  report  of  the  Ogmore  and  Garw  Council 
drawn  up  in  accordance  with  Circular  1/66  Wales. 

During  the  year  there  was  a drop  in  the  birth  rate  from 
347  in  1964  to  337  in  1965,  a decrease  of  10.  The  death  rate 
also  shows  a decrease  from  258  in  1964  to  248  in  1965.  a decrease 
of  10. 


It  is  encouraging  to  note  that  there  is  also  a decrease  in 
the  deaths  of  infants  in  the  first  year  of  life.  With  the  ante-natal, 
child  welfare,  hospitals  and  doctors  co-operating  so  successfully 
this  is  to  be  expected  but  it  is  none  the  less  gratifying. 

There  were  130  cases  of  measles  compared  with  191  in  1964 
and  382  in  1963.  This  does  not  demonstrate  the  biennial  trend  of 
this  disease.  The  epidemic  was  not  severe,  but  in  some  it  leaves 
complications  and,  so  important  today,  this  leads  to  the  loss  of 
school.  Therefore  it  is  of  paramount  importance  that  advantage 
is  taken  of  the  availability  of  vaccine  for  immunization  against 
this  disease.  On  studying  reports  from  countries  as  far  apart  as 
America,  Canada,  Czechoslovakia  and  Nigeria,  I find  the  use  of  this 
vaccine  in  carefully  controlled  trials  has  shown  a remarkable 
protection  rate,  in  the  region  of  80 %.  Complications  in  this 
procedure  when  carried  out  under  strict  medical  supervision  rarely 
occur  and  when  they  occur  are  of  minor  character.  It  is  right  and 
proper  that  this  immunizing  procedure  should  be  offered  to  children 
in  the  hope  that  we  may  shortly  see  that,  as  diphtheria  has 
practically  disappeared  so  this  may  happen  in  the  case  of  measles. 
It  is  fitting  to  mention  at  this  juncture  that  the  Ogmore  and  Garw 
Council  were  pioneers  in  the  mass  immunization  against  diphtheria 
and  I should  welcome  the  same  enterprise  in  relation  to  the 
stamping  out  of  measles. 

Scarlet  Fever  : 

Strangely  enough  the  notifications  in  1964  and  1965  were 
exactly  the  same  namely  31.  These  cases  were  mild  in  character 
but  in  spite  of  this  there  were  a few  where  there  were  complications 
during  convalescence.  It  is  very  important  to  be  aware  that 
these  complications  might  give  rise  to  permanent  disability,  so 
careful  nursing  is  of  paramount  importance. 

There  were  two  cases  of  food  poisoning  confirmed  in  1965 
as  compared  with  five  in  1964  and  four  in  1963. 
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There  were  19  cases  of  suspected  whooping  cough  notified 
as^compared  with  109  in  the  previous  year.  The  symptoms 
of  mild  whooping  cough,  but  not  one  case  investigated  at 
t^e  laboratory  was  confirmed.  This  could  have  been  due  to  a 
virus  which  likewise  eluded  confirmation  by  laboratory  methods. 

Unfortunately  we  experienced  an  epidemic  of  sonne 
dysentery  and  47  cases  were  confirmed  by  laboratory  examination. 
I regret  to  state  that  at  the  end  of  the  year  this  was  still  in  progress. 

The  problem  of  amenities  for  the  elderly  is  ever  recurring 
and  no  solution  is  in  sight.  In  spite  of  efforts  at  all  levels,  there 
is  much  to  be  done.  This  is  a question  of  social  justice  and  needs 
the  co-operation  and  good  will  of  all  services. 

We  have  not  yet  reached  the  utopia  of  houses  for  all  but 
with  the  advent  of  prefabrication — but  not,  I hasten  to  add,  the 
type  of  prefabrication  as  we  know  it  in  this  area,  but  at  a very 
advanced  stage — our  goal  seems  to  be  in  sight. 

There  is  no  need  for  me  to  point  out  to  councillors  the 
necessity  of  making  this  matter  of  the  utmost  priority  for  the 
root  of  most  of  social  evils  lies  in  bad  housing  or  no  house 
accommodation  at  all.  For  we  must  agree  that  there  has  been 
too  much  procrastination  during  the  last  few  years.  Planning 
for  the  future  is  quite  irrelevant  to  present  needs.  I have  gleaned 
from  conversations  that  1 have  had  in  the  homes  and  clinics  that 
no  one  is  interested  in  the  schemes  for  future  development  when 
they  are  living  in  conditions  which  breed  anxiety  with  its  attendant 
evils.  They  want  homes  now  suitable  to  their  needs  not  in  the 
far  flung  future  when  the  home  has  been  broken.  They  do  not 
believe  in  the  pot  of  gold  at  the  foot  of  the  rainbow. 

A slum  clearance  programme  was  initiated  in  the  Garw 
Valley  during  the  year  and  parts  of  Bridgend  Road  and  Cuckoo 
Street  were  designated  clearance  areas. 

We  can  really  pride  ourselves  on  the  introduction  of  a 
highly  successful  Meals-on- Wheels  service. 

A pupil  public  health  inspector  started  his  four  year 
training  course  in  September. 

Many  interesting  nights  were  spent  in  Public  Health 
Meetings  in  the  discussion  of  a wide  range  of  topics  associated 
with  social  medicine,  a subject  whose  boundaries  are  for  ever 
expanding  and,  provided  we  can  maintain  our  enthusiasm,  the 
community  will  inevitably  benefit  by  our  efforts. 
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I wish  to  thank  the  staff  for  their  co-operation  and  assist- 
ance in  drawing  up  this  report.  The  graphs  were  prepared  jmd 
drawn  by  the  clerk  Miss  Jean  Griffiths  and  Mr.  Wyn  Owen^fc* 
pupil  inspector. 

This  is  my  last  annual  report  and  I therefore  take  the 
opportunity  of  stating  that  my  wife  and  I have  always  considered 
it  an  enriching  experience  and  a great  privilege  to  have  lived  and 
worked  in  this  community. 


STATISTICS  OF  THE  AREA 


Area  (acres)  17,924 

Estimated  mid-year  population  20,800 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  6,459 

Rateable  value  £336,155 

Product  of  a penny  rate £1,320 


SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 


Unemployed 


On 

Male 

Female 

Tota 

15/1/62 

50 

65 

115 

14/1/63 

105 

78 

183 

31/12/63 

60 

68 

128 

31/12/64 

56 

58 

114 

31/12/65 

84 

58 

142 

Registered 

Disabled  persons  placed 

in  employment  during  the 

12  months  mentioned  : 

Male 

Female 

1961 

19 

5 

1962 

9 

— 

1963 

2 

— 

1964 

7 

— 

1965 

14 

2 

Pneumoconiotics  and  Silicotics  on  the  Disabled  Persons’ 

register  : 

On 

Male 

17/4/62 

109 

17/4/63 

105 

20/4/64 

92 

23/6/65 

125 

1/2/66 

123 
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Claims  to  Sickness 
Benefit 

Ministry  of  National  Insurance  figures 


The  Disabled  Persons’  register  included  the  names  of 
3"?  men  and  27  women  on  February,  1966  compared  with  342 
■i  and  27  women  on  April,  1965.  Of  these,  16  men  and  four 
women  were  unemployed. 

Remploy  Limited,  Industrial  Estate,  Bridgend  employ 
about  45  persons  from,  this  area. 

Eighteen  persons  were  accepted  for  training  or  rehabilita- 
tion courses  in  1965. 

On  December  31st,  1965,  the  number  of  miners  in  each 
mine  were  as  follows  — 


Ffaldau  Colliery  785 

Garw  Colliery  612 

International  Colliery  338 

Wyndham  Colliery  801 

Western  Colliery  535 

Penllwyngwent  Colliery  360 

Ogmore  Washery  49 

Garw  Washery  and 

Railway  32 


Total  3,512 


This  was  a decrease  of  236  on  the  number  employed  on 
31/12/64. 

No  new  canteens  or  improvements  have  been  introduced 
during  1965. 

No  colliery  closures  or  redundancies  occurred  in  1965  nor 
are  any  contemplated  in  1966. 


YOUTH  EMPLOYMENT 

The  assessing  of  the  number  of  Grammar  School  leavers 
is  hampered  by  the  fact  that  the  catchment  area  extends  beyond 
our  boundary.  I am  advised  that  from  both  schools  the  figures 
is  approximately  70 — 80  pupils. 


School 

Boys 

Girls 

Total 

Blaengarw 

47 

41 

88 

Nantymoel 

61 

50 

111 

Garw  Modern 

17 

14 

31 

125 

105 

230 
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In  predicting  the  future  demands  of  labour  one  can  judge 
only  by  previous  figures. 

Owing  to  the  development  of  the  industrial  training 
in  engineering  in  the  division  and  an  amalgamation  of  firms 
organised  under  a newly  appointed  training  officer,  it  is  anticipated 
that  30 — 40  apprenticeships  will  be  available.  The  firms  concerned 
are  Messrs.  Sheppards  Industries,  Line  Equipment  Ltd.,  and 
Associated  Tissues  Ltd.  One  encouraging  feature  also  is  that  the 
building  industry  increased  their  apprenticeship  from  29  in  1964 
to  56  in  1965  in  various  trades. 

In  view  of  the  foregoing  observations  and  the  schemes  in 
operation  with  the  South  Wales  Electricity  Board,  Central 
Electricity  Generating  Board  and  the  National  Coal  Board 
already  in  existence,  there  is  a hopeful  future  for  any  young  boy 
who  is  desirous  of  availing  himself  of  these  opportunities,  provided 
his  interests  and  ability  are  sufficiently  objective. 

Training  schemes  for  girls  at  the  sewing  factories  are  under 
active  consideration. 

One  new  development  has  been  the  pre-nursing  course 
at  the  Mental  Hospitals  where  boys  and  girls  are  taken  on  at  the 
age  of  sixteen  years.  This  scheme  has  been  a huge  success  and 
at  present  twenty-five  girls  and  five  boys  have  been  accepted 
for  training  and  are  apparently  taking  full  advantage  of  the 
course. 


The  adaptibility  of  the  school  leavers  from  the  valleys  is 
frequently  commented  upon  and  this  is  very  encouraging.  What 
is  very  disheartening  is  the  fact  that  the  Council  so  far  has  not 
been  interested  in  giving  our  bright  young  people  the  opportunity 
of  apprenticeships  in  the  trades.  This  they  have  the  right  to 
expect  when  there  are  such  excellent  Technical  Colleges  easily 
available. 

A scheme  was  started  for  employment  temporarily  on  the 
council  staff  of  disabled  juveniles.  After  giving  each  a trial  an 
assessment  was  then  to  be  made  of  suitability  for  permanent 
employment.  Unfortunately,  the  results  so  far  have  not  been 
very  satisfactory,  but  such  a worthwhile  project  must  not  be 
abandoned. 


THE  FORESTRY 

During  1965,  239,000  trees  were  planted  on  an  acreage  of 
130  acres. 

Species  were  Scotspine,  Norway  and  Sitka  spruces,  Japanese 
larch  and  Corsican  and  Lodgepole  pines. 
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Some  three-and-a-half  miles  of  forest  roads  were  constructed. 

• The  number  of  employees  have  increased  to  twenty-three. 
^ of  these  juveniles. 

After  the  1966  planting  programme  is  completed  there  is 
unlikely  to  be  any  further  planting  unless  further  land  becomes 
available.  Of  course,  as  the  plantations  become  older  the  emphasis 
of  work  will  move  to  production. 

In  1965  we  felled  21,000  H.ft.  and  the  next  five  year 
programme  is  likely  to  produce  some  35,000  H.ft.  per  annum. 
This  could  mean  a 1,000  ton  of  pitwood  per  annum. 

ADMINISTRATION 

It  is  regrettable  that  the  authority  does  not  realise  the 
importance  of  clerical  work  in  the  health  department,  in  that  a 
trained  clerk  has  no  chance  of  advancing  through  the  grades 
when  employed  in  this  section.  Therefore  there  is  no  incentive 
to  stay  there  under  these  circumstances,  so  if  one  wished  to 
advance  one  is  forced  to  seek  a transfer. 

A clerk  trained  as  Miss  Jean  Griffiths  has  been  is  a highly 
valued  and  indispensable  member  of  the  health  team  and  here  I 
wish  to  pay  a personal  tribute  to  this  young  lady  who  is  of  the 
calibre  of  which  successful  confidential  secretaries  are  made — 
loyal,  efficient  and  trustworthy  with  a pleasing  approach. 


EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS 


Total  M.  F. 

Live  Births  : Legitimate  322  151  171 

Illegitimate  15  7 8 

Birth  Rate  (Recorded)  16.20 

Corrected  by  the  Registrar 
General’s  area  comparability 
factor  16.69 

Still  Births  : Legitimate  4 2 2 

Illegitimate  — — 

Rate  per  1,000  total  (live  and 

stillbirths)  11.73 

Total  live  and  still  births  341 

Deaths  248 

Death  Rate  (Recorded)  11.92 

Corrected  by  the  Registrar 
General’s  area  comparability 
factor  14.66 

Infant  deaths  10  7 3 
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Death  rate  of  infants  under  1 year  of  age  : — 

All  infants  per  1,000  total  live  births 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births 

Deaths  under  4 weeks  per  1,000  total  live  births  

Deaths  under  1 week  per  1,000  total  live  births 

Perinatal  Mortality  Rate  (still  births  and  deaths 
under  1 week  combined  per  total  live  and  still  births) 

Illegitimate  live  births  per  cent  of  total  live  births 

Deaths  from  puerperal  pyrexia  causes 

Deaths  from  measles  (all  ages) 

Deaths  from  malignant  neoplasm  (all  ages) 

Deaths  from  whooping  cough  (all  ages) 

Deaths  from  diarrhoea  (under  2 years  of  age) 

Deaths  from  cerebro  spinal  fever  (all  ages)  

Birth  Rate  for  the  last  10  years  for  England  and  Wales 
the  Administrative  County  and  Ogmore  and  Garw  U.D.C. 

1956  1957  1958  1959  1960  1961  1962  1963  1964  1965 
England  & 

Wales 15.60  16.10  16.4  16.5  17.1  17.4  18.0  18.20  18.4  18.0 

Glam 15.76  16.31  16.4  16.24  16.65  17.03  17.21  17.62  17.83  17.31 

Ogmore 

& Garw  16.19  15.28  17.44  16.4  15.05  18.49  16.82  19.66  16.61  16.20 

Death  Rate  for  the  last  10  years  for  England  and  Wales 
the  Administrative  County  and  Ogmore  and  Garw  U.D.C. 

1956  1957  1958  1959  1960  1961  1962  1963  1964  1965 
England  & 

Wales 11.7  11.5  11.7  11.6  11.5  12.0  11.9  12.20  11.3  11.50 

Glam 12.27  12.27  11.88  11.95  12.19  12.41  12.27  12.65  12.02  12.02 

Ogmore 

& Garw  12.28  11.54  11.42  11.68  13.46  11.87  11.35  12.66  12.35  11.92 


t 

31.06 

Nil 

26.40 

20.7 


32.26 

4.4 

Nil 

Nil 
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Nil 
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67%  of  Children  from  this  area  were  born  in  hospital 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


Scarlet  Fever  : 


There  were  31  cases  of  scarlet  fever  notified.  They  were 
on  the  whole  mild  in  character.  Hospital  cubicles  were  available 
if  needed.  There  were  probably  many  more  cases  in  the  district, 
but  so  mild  that  they  passed  unnoticed. 


The  virulence  of  this  disease  has  declined.  I have  known 
as  many  as  119  severe  cases  admitted  to  Blackmill  Isolation 
Hospital  in  one  year.  We  are  now  able  to  take  in  many  more 
cases  of  bad  septic  throats  which  we  so  often  used  to  see  developing 
crippling  complications.  Good  nursing  and  treatment  have 
eliminated  these  dangers  to  a great  extent. 


Measles  : 

There  was  a decrease  in  the  notifications  of  measles — 130 
compared  with  191  in  1964.  The  highest  number  notified  was 
in  March.  After  this  month  there  was  a sudden  drop. 

It  is  hoped  that  immunization  against  this  infection  will 
be  started  soon  and  prove  as  successful  as  that  against  diphtheria. 

We  have  the  knowledge  and  means  of  eradicating  measles 
from  this  area  as  in  the  case  of  diphtheria  which  disappeared 
from  the  district  in  1947  when  there  were  seven  cases  admitted 
to  Blackmill  Isolation  Hospital.  This  was  before  the  State 
Service  was  started. 


The  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Committee  of  the  Ogmore 
and  Garw  Council  under  the  guidance  of  Dr.  Murphy  were  pioneers 
in  the  field  having  inaugurated  the  scheme  of  immunization  in 
1928  and  great  credit  must  be  given  to  the  committee  of  the  day 
for  their  enthusiasm  in  encouraging  this  innovation.  The  response 
from  the  enlightened  mothers  was  electrifying.  In  those  days 
it  was  an  entirely  new  field  and  to  the  uninitiated  might  be 
considered  to  be  fraught  with  hazards.  The  results  of  the  venture 
far  exceeded  all  expectations  for  the  enthusiasm  of  all  concerned 
knew  no  bounds  with  the  gratifying  results  mentioned  above. 

What  an  aid  this  was  to  the  hospital  authorities  for  formerly 
beds  designated  for  the  treatment  of  diphtheria  were  released  and 
made  available  for  the  treatment  of  other  ailments  and  it  is  a 
great  pity  that  so  far  the  prevention  rather  than  the  cure  of 
disease  does  not  have  first  priority  ! It  is  only  thus  that  an 
effective  way  of  dealing  with  the  shortage  of  hospital  beds  can  be 
found. 
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Measles  1965 


Whooping  Cough  : 

A There  were  nineteen  notifications  of  whooping  cough 
pared  with  109  last  year.  None  of  these  was  confirmed  by 
laboratory  examination. 


Sonne  Dysentery  : 

There  were  47  cases  notified  compared  with  9 the  previous 
year.  Of  these  38  were  under  14  years  of  age  and  13  under  5 years. 
It  is  regrettable  that  a bowel  infection  of  this  prevalence  should 
continue  with  its  attendant  loss  of  work  in  the  older  age  groups 
and  the  anxiety  experienced  by  parents  in  the  younger  groups. 
Unhappily,  so  far  the  belief  that  drugs  are  a panacea  for  most 
ailments  rests  on  no  solid  foundations.  These  drugs  certainly 
alleviate  the  acute  conditions  but  when  the  patient  is  apparently 
cured  he  so  frequently  excretes  the  bacteria  and  therefore  continues 
to  transmit  the  infection  for  varying  periods,  although  well  in 
himself.  It  is  possible  that  continuance  is  caused  in  some  measure 
by  the  upsetting  of  the  balance  of  the  flora  of  the  intestine. 
Experiments  have  been  made  by  giving  Lactobacillus  Acidophilus 
germs  (Reference  for  this  is  K.  Tonnic — Karovic,  Institute  of 
Immunology,  Zagreb)  or  encouraging  their  growth  by  special 
foods  or  diets  for  these  bowel  infections.  This  has  been  tried  here 
with  and  without  antibiotics  but  the  number  of  controlled  cases 
are  too  few  to  justify  any  assessment. 

Here  we  have  to  fall  back  on  the  solid  foundations  of  the 
exercising  of  good  hygiene  and  instruction  in  health  education. 
Good  immediate  reporting  of  cases  is  essential  so  that  investigation 
as  to  the  source  of  infection  and  elimination  of  the  path  of  spread 
is  speedily  applied. 

With  still  such  large  numbers  of  bowel  infections  amongst 
the  populace,  is  it  possible  that  preventive  medicine  can  serve 
in  the  following  ways  ? 

(1)  Cleanliness. 

(2)  “ Care  in  not  overfeeding  children  with  sugar  and 
refined  carbohydrates  which  could  encourage  the 
growth  of  pathogens  and  decrease  the  resistance  of 
the  bowel. 

(3)  Furthermore,  this  dietary  precaution  may  prevent 
the  early  incidence  of  degenerative  arterial  disease  in 
early  adult  life.” 

(Ref.  Dr.  T.  C.  Cleave,  M.R.C.P.  (John  Wright,  Bristol). 
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Notified  During  1965 
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Salmonella  Typhimurium — cause  not  known. 


°i  1: 

o 3 jg 
* ° 8 + 


O 


O ® ^ 2 


2 a 


CO 


2 1 


<3 

© 

i-O 

+3 

3 

0 

j>» 

1 
c8 
£h 


-O  fH  g + 
+3  O ° 
o Oh  r* 

O to  — 


CO  p-w 

0 ^ u 

So® 

3 C 
° © 3 

t 

. £ © 
£ § S 


^ ® ^ 

°2s 

jS  §.£ 

*s!g 


03  — ■ 

© Sh  T3 

MO® 
3 « 

° 1j  "c3 

o 'S  "6 
43  ® 
A 2 I 

C 3 


© ^ 


6 *,3 


^ & 


3 o 

M tH) 

a < 


g° 

li 

fl  - 
M o 
43  c 
o ^ 
c © 

si 

« s 

Sfe 


I I 


o o 


3 3 
OO 


r\  © 
M o 

O g 

O £ 

^ ■§ 

02 


GENERAL  INFORMATION 


TUBERCULOSIS 

#The  following  table  shows  the  spectacular  decline  in  the 
ifications  of  this  disease.  This  year  is  the  lowest  ever  and  only 
the  second  time  for  non-pnlmonary  tuberculosis  to  be  absent. 
It  also  shows  a movement  from  the  younger  to  the  older  age 
groups.  As  recently  as  1949,  I was  reporting  on  the  vulnerability 
of  the  15 — 25  age  group  who  when  notified  died  in  the  same  year 
as  when  they  were  notified.  The  domestic  environment  is  to  be 
seen  in  the  tabulated  form. 

Attempts  have  always  been  made  here  to  ameliorate  the 
conditions  which  militate  against  the  recovery  from  those  infected. 
There  has  been  great  progress  in  this  field.  When  I came  here  20 
years  ago,  I remember  visiting  three  teenage  girls  who  had  been  in 
bed  for  over  a year  waiting  for  admission  to  hospital.  By  1951 
there  was  still  a time  lag  for  admission  of  four  months.  The 
position  gradually  improved  and  by  1956  there  was  no  waiting 
period  for  females  and  children  but  there  was  still  a slight  delay  in 
the  admission  of  males. 

In  1959,  there  wras  no  longer  a problem  of  early  admission, 
the  cases  having  declined  with  astonishing  rapidity. 

In  1952,  a Mass  Radiography  Survey  was  held  in  Evanstown 
with  the  object  of  attaining  100%  response.  This  was  carried  out 
on  the  lines  of  the  pioneering  Rhondda  Fach  100%  scheme. 

A complete  register  was  made  of  all  the  inhabitants.  From 
a population  of  1,388,  90%  were  x-rayed  in  spite  of  atrocious 
weather.  The  Station  was  set  up  at  Bethania  Vestry.  All  those 
who  could  not  attend  were  visited  where  possible  by  a doctor. 
Surveys  were  also  carried  out  in  the  Ogmore  and  Garw  Valley 
but  we  never  attained  this  phenomal  high  percentage  of  attendance 
there. 

It  was  first  noticed  in  1948  that  there  was  to  be  a change 
in  the  age  group  of  those  infected  from  the  15 — 25  to  the  45 — 64 
age  group. 

In  1949,  a reduction  in  Tuberculosis  infection  of  bones  and 
joints  was  noticed.  The  origin  of  Tuberculosis  of  bones,  joints 
and  glands  was  frequently  traced  to  Tubercular  infected  milk. 
This  improvement  we  thought  was  due  to  the  fact  that  we  had 
permitted  only  T.T.  milk  or  pasteurised  to  be  sold  in  this  area. 
This  prohibition  had  come  into  force  two  years  previously. 
Another  contributory  factor  was  that  Glamorgan  was  proceeding 
to  eradicate  Tuberculosis  from  the  cattle.  This  was  successful 
and  on  March  1st,  1959  Glamorgan  was  designated  a clean  area. 

In  1951,  eleven  selected  children  at  risk  were  given  B.C.G. 
vaccination  and  in  1955  special  classes  were  eligible  to  be  given 
B.C.G. — These  were  contacts,  nurses,  school  leavers.  In  1956, 
school  children  of  13  and  14  years  were  offered  this  mode  of 
protection. 
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In  1965,  it  was  gratifying  to  observe  the  lowest  death  rate 
from  tuberculosis  on  record  in  this  area. 

The  precautions  mentioned  together  with  good  hygie^" 
better  nutrition  and  the  very  enlightened  policy  of  members  of 
this  Council  in  giving  houses  to  those  most  in  need  have  con- 
tributed to  this  record  low  level  of  notifications. 


TUBERCULOSIS,  1965 


NEW  CASES  DEATHS 


Non- 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Age  Periods 
Under  5 
5—14 
15—24 

M. 

F. 

M.  F. 

M. 

F. 

M.  F. 

25—44 

45—64 

2 

2 

1 

65  and  over 

1 

— 

— — 

— 

1 

— — 

Age  Unknown  .... 

— 

— 

— — 

— 

— 

— — 

Total 

3 

2 

— — 

1 

1 

— — 

TUBERCULOSIS 

Notifications  and  Deaths  1946  1965  in  the  Ogmore  and  Garw  Area. 


Year 

NOTIFICATIONS 

DEATHS 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

1946 

23 

14 

7 

10 

9 

8 

0 

3 

1947 

19 

28 

13 

8 

6 

7 

0 

0 

1948 

15 

16 

3 

4 

5 

10 

0 

1 

1949 

11 

24 

5 

7 

7 

6 

0 

0 

1950 

11 

12 

4 

5 

4 

5 

1 

1 

1951 

7 

3 

1 

4 

7 

4 

0 

1 

1952 

12 

13 

3 

5 

8 

3 

0 

1 

1953 

22 

12 

4 

3 

6 

1 

0 

2 

1954 

12 

16 

1 

2 

1 

2 

1 

0 

1955 

9 

18 

2 

1 

3 

4 

0 

0 

1956 

7 

11 

0 

0 

1 

3 

0 

0 

1957 

5 

5 

2 

2 

4 

' 0 

1 

0 

1958 

8 

7 

1 

3 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1959 

12 

9 

5 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1960 

11 

3 

1 

2 

2 

1 

0 

0 

1961 

10 

5 

3 

1 

0 

1 

0 

0 

1962 

5 

1 

0 

2 

2 

1 

0 

0 

1963 

4 

1 

1 

1 

4 

1 

0 

0 

1964 

11 

2 

2 

1 

1 

1 

0 

0 

1965 

3 

2 

0 

0 

1 

1 

0 

0 
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The  following  is  a classification  of  the  environmental  circumstances  of  the  tuberculosis  patients  who  were  notified  during  1965. 
ngth  of  time  between  notification  and  admission  to  hospital  and  the  length  of  time  in  hospital  is  also  indicated. 
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DEATHS  FROM  CAN3ER,  1965 
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LUNG  CANCER 


^ There  were  eight  deaths  in  1965  compared  with  six  in 
1964  and  ten  in  1963. 


The  following  is  an  epidemiological  analysis  : — 


Occupation 

Age 

Age  Started 

Smoking  Habit 

Retired  Merchant  Service  Officer 

....  70 

20 

20  cigarettes 

Retired  Building  Merchant 

66 

40 

50  cigarettes 

Labourer 

....  57 

16 

10  cigarettes 

Coal  Hewer .... 

....  62 

18 

10-20  cigarettes 

Retired  Miner 

....  80 

20 

20  cigarettes 

Retired  Colliery  Overman 

....  60 

18 

10-20  cigarettes 

Labourer 

....  64  ( 

visitor) — not  available 

Housewife  .... 

....  76 

15 

10-20  cigarettes 

ACCIDENTS 

The  following  accidents  occurred  to  children  under  14  years 
of  age  and  needed  treatment  in  hospital. 

Appended  is  the  epidemiological  analysis  by  district,  sex, 
age  and  type. 

The  table  demonstrates  the  nature  of  the  accidents.  Similar 
tables  are  compiled  in  different  parts  of  the  world  and  the  informa- 
tion therein  disseminated  by  doctors,  health  visitors  and  health 
inspectors  so  that  parents  can  be  duly  instructed  and  warned  of 
potential  dangers  and  given  advice  on  precautionary  measures. 
It  is  more  gratifying  to  a doctor  and  nurse  to  prevent  an  accident 
than  to  repair  the  damage  once  it  has  occurred. 


Distirct 

Sex 

Age 

Type 

Bettws 

....  Female 

....  4 years 

....  Fell  on  a stone. 

Bettws 

....  Male 

...  5 years 

. . Knocked  down  by  motor  cycle. 

Bettws... 

....  Female 

...  10  years 

....  Fell  over  friend’s  foot. 
Fractured  left  leg. 

Bettws 

....  Male 

....  7 years 

....  Fell  through  glass  window 
whilst  playing. 

Bettws 

....  Male 

....  3 years 

....  Fell  off  swing  in  children’s 

playground. 
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Bettws 

..  Female 

...  3 years 

. ..  Fell  off  swing.  Mild  concussion . 

Bettws 

..  Male 

...  1 year 

Injury  to  eye. 

Bettws 

Female 

...  5 years 

...  Fell  off  shed.  Fractured 
clavicle. 

Bettws 

. . Male 

...  14  years 

...  Sprained  left  foot  in 
high-jumping. 

Bettws 

..  Male 

...  5 years 

...  Swallowed  3d.  piece. 

Bettws 

. . Male 

...  1 year 

...  Climbed  a chair  and  fell  with 
spoon  in  mouth. 

Bettws 

. . Male 

...  10  years 

...  Hit  by  piece  of  wood. 

Bettws 

Female 

...  2 years 

...  Fell  on  stairs. 

Blackmill 

. . Male 

...  4 years 

...  Fell  off  settee.  Injury  to  leg. 

Blackmill 

. . Male 

...  12  years 

...  Fell  from  bicycle,  after  being 
hit  by  bread  van. 

Ogmore  Vale 

Female 

....  6 years 

...  Skipping  with  another  child 
caught  foot  in  rope.  Fractured 
Fibula. 

Nantymoel 

..  Male 

....  10  months 

...  Fell  over  settee. 

Nantymoel 

..  Female 

....  3 years 

...  Knocked  over  by  car. 

Pantygog 

..  Female 

....  3 years 

...  Burn— hot  poker. 

Llangeinor 

..  Female 

....  10  months 

...  Fell  against  stairs.  Fractured 
skull. 

Pontycymer  . . 

..  Male 

....  6 years 

...  Tripped  and  hit  nose  against 
chair. 

Pontycymer 

..  Male 

....  10  years 

...  Playing  on  mountain  with 
children.  Stone  thrown  and 
hit  him  on  head. 

Pontycymer 

...  Male 

....  3 years 

....  Knocked  down  by  van. 

Pontycymer  . 

...  Male 

. . . . 1 year 

. . Fell  into  saucepan  of  hot  water. 
Scalds  on  chest. 

Pontycymer 

Female 

. . 1 year 

...  Fell  downstairs.  Left  ear 
bruised. 

Blaengarw 

...  Male 

. . . . 11  years 

...  Tackled  at  rugby — fell  and 
injured  shoulder. 

Blaengarw 

...  Male 

....  5 years 

....  Fell  on  head. 

Blaengarw 

...  Female 

. . . 1 year 

....  Fell  down  several  steps  and 
fractured  ankle. 

Blaengarw 

...  Female 

....  3 years 

. . Fell  off  the  slide  in  the  nursery 
school. 

Blaengarw 

...  Female 

....  2 years 

...  Pulled  kettle  of  boiling  water 
over  herself. 
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MEDICAL  FACILITIES 

These  are  excellent  with  a base  hospital  at  Bridgend  being 
extended  and  special  units  at  Cardiff  and  Morriston. 

Fevers  are  nursed  at  Cefn  Hirgoed  and  Blackmill. 
Tuberculosis  at  Cefn  Hirgoed. 

There  are  geriatric  units  at  Maesgwyn  and  Heddfan  with 
a day  hospital  at  Maesgwyn. 

There  is  great  enthusiasm  at  the  General  Hospital  to  develop 
a Cytology  Service. 


MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE 

For  the  benefit  of  members  who  have  taken  up  office  in  the 
last  decade  only,  I repeat  the  account  given  in  a previous  report 
of  the  birth  and  growth  of  this  service. 

1918,  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Acts  had  come  into 
operation,  in  which  year  this  Council  opened  four  Maternity  and 
Child  Welfare  Centres  : — at  Nantymoel,  Ogmore  Vale,  Blaengarw 
and  Pontycymmer.  Since  the  inauguration  of  these  centres, 
an  excellent  service  has  been  built  up  ; this  was  brought  about 
by  the  progressive  policy  of  the  Council  with  the  aid  of  an  energetic 
team  of  voluntary  helpers  who  gave  time  not  only  at  the  Com- 
mittee Meetings  but  also  at  the  centres.  In  building  this  service, 
the  Council  were  very  fortunate  in  having  the  advice  of  two 
able  Medical  Officers  of  Health  : — the  foundations  were  laid  by 
Dr.  Peebles  and  the  edifice  raised  to  its  high  standard  of  efficiency 
by  the  late  Dr.  Murphy. 

In  the  field  of  immunization  against  diphtheria,  the  Ogmore 
and  Garw  area  was  one  of  the  pioneers,  as  the  late  Dr.  Murphy 
commenced  immunizing  in  the  year  1928. 

In  1929,  ultra  violet  ray  therapy  started  in  both  valleys. 

In  1933,  Ante-natal  clinics  were  opened  in  Ogmore  Vale 
and  Pontyrhyl. 

In  1935,  a birth  control  clinic  was  opened,  at  which 
contraceptive  advice  was  given  to  patients  referred  either  by  the 
ante-natal  clinics  or  by  their  own  doctors. 

1937,  the  district  council  set  up  an  obstetric  consultant 
clinic  medically  staffed  by  a part-time  gynaecologist- consultant. 
This  service  was  the  only  one  in  the  Mid-Glamorgan  area  when 
the  National  Health  Service  Act  came  into  force. 
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The  public  show  a progressive  turn  of  mind  by  utilising 
to  the  full  the  remarkable  facilities  available  to  them.  ^ 

On  July  5th,  1948,  the  Maternity  and  Child  WelfiB 
administration  was  taken  over  by  the  local  health  authority, 
in  this  case  the  County  Council. 

Before  relinquishing  the  administration  this  authority 
was  able,  by  persistence,  to  interest  the  County  in  the  acquisition 
of  a house  at  Nantymoel  to  be  converted  into  a Clinic. 

Next  year  will  see  the  completion  of  a clinic  at  Bettws. 

Very  successful  relaxation  clinics  are  held  for  pregnant 
mothers.  These  clinics  have  served  the  area  well.  They  are  good 
and  therefore  acceptable  to  the  people.  The  enthusiasm  of  the 
mothers  is  infectious  with  the  result  that  those  working  in  the 
clinics  derive  enormous  satisfaction  and  are  spurred  on  to  greater 
efforts.  One  does  not  realise  the  full  value  of  this  particular 
service  until  one  has  participated  actively  in  this  work  for  long 
periods.  Housing,  food,  education,  economics — all  have  a place  in 
their  functioning.  This  is  social  medicine  at  its  best  and  both  the 
mothers  and  staff,  by  interchange  of  ideas  increase  their  knowledge 
and  understanding  to  their  mutual  benefit. 

Our  predecessors  in  those  far  off  days  marched  on  with  the 
scientific  age  and  had  the  wisdom  to  see  the  dawn  of  specialisation 
for  they  appointed  a different  doctor  for  each  clinic — that  is 
Ante-Natal,  Child  Welfare,  Obstetric-consultant,  Birth  Control 
and  a qualified  Physiotherapist  for  Ultra  Violet  Rays.  Each  was 
therefore  given  the  opportunity  of  dealing  with  his  subject  in 
greater  depth  and  of  improving  his  own  special  knowledge  of 
the  subject. 

What  of  the  present  ? In  1946,  Dr.  Anderson  of  Ogmore 
Vale  had  a vision  of  an  integrated  service.  We  discussed  this 
on  the  road  below  Blackmill  Hospital.  He  had  over  the  years 
looked  after  the  hospital  in  the  absence  of  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health.  His  views  were,  as  far  as  the  clinics  were  concerned,  that 
the  doctor  who  was  conducting  them  should  be  entirely  responsible 
for  arranging  investigations  or  admissions  to  hospital  so  that  the 
patient  could  receive  the  benefit  of  having  treatment  needed  in 
the  quickest  possible  time  without  having  to  go  through  various 
and  devious  channels.  The  practitioner  should  then  be  informed 
of  the  arrangements  if  the  doctor  at  the  clinic  considered  it 
necessary.  He  also  liked  to  think  of  the  Isolation  Hospital  as 
part  of  his  practice  and  that  he  should  take  over  when  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  was  away,  this  to  he  without  payment.  Needless 
to  say  I valued  his  help  as  he  was  a doctor  of  great  expertise. 

When  the  hospital  came  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Welsh 
Hospital  Regional  Board,  Dr.  Anderson’s  successors  were  appointed 
for  these  purposes. 
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The  Council  had  agreed  to  this  arrangement  prior  to  the 
^oard  taking  over  the  administration. 

^ This  system  was  a genuine  attempt  to  integrate  the  three 
services  in  the  valley.  The  fact  that  I lived  at  the  lower  end  of 
the  valley  made  it  easier  for  all  concerned.  This  was  virtually 
a health  centre  except  that  the  clinics  were  not  under  the  same 
roof.  Each  service  enhanced  the  potential  of  the  other.  This 
expanded  to  embrace  the  whole  valley  and  we  enjoyed  the  fruits 
of  perfect  co-operation.  I cannot  recall  a single  misunderstanding 
in  twenty  years. 

1 must  hasten  here  to  add  that  these  cordial  relations  exist 
in  the  Garw  Valley  and  Evanstown  also.  There  can  be  no  efficient 
medical  service  without  the  active  participation  of  the  General 
Practitioner.  The  County  Council  have  now  installed  telephones 
in  our  main  clinics  and  this  has  been  a great  boon.  Now  it  makes 
it  infinitely  easier  for  the  staff  to  get  into  immediate  touch  with 
any  hospital.  I cannot  praise  too  highly  the  wonderful  assistance 
of  all  the  hospital  staffs  without  exception. 

If  necessary,  a child  can  be  sent  without  delay  to  Bridgend 
or  Cardiff  where  the  patient  is  seen  at  once.  On  occasion  the  child 
has  to  go  to  one  of  our  big  London  Hospitals,  where  an  investigation 
by  one  of  our  great  teams  is  necessary.  In  all  cases  whether  the 
child  is  admitted  locally  or  further  afield,  the  parents  are  loud  in 
their  praise  of  the  courtesy  and  kindness  shown  to  them.  This 
helps  their  morale  considerably  and  enables  them  to  face  whatever 
trials  lie  ahead.  I should  like  to  include  in  this  tribute  the  overseas 
doctors.  Similar  procedures  operate  at  Blackmill  Isolation 
Hospital.  This  with  the  enthusiasm  of  the  nursing  staff  in  our 
clinics  ensures  that  the  best  in  medical  care  is  available. 

We  must  not  forget  the  very  important  connecting  link, 
namely  the  work  of  the  ambulance  personnel.  They  are  always 
efficient,  helpful  and  kind. 

Everyone  working  in  our  clinics  seems  to  develop  a sense 
of  dedication  to,  and  enthusiasm  for,  this  service.  Health  visitors 
who  are  the  backbone  of  the  service  are  primarily  social  workers 
and  their  training  fits  them  admirable  for  this  and  their  help  is 
invaluable.  We  are  all  deeply  grateful  to  the  mothers  who  at 
all  times  treat  us  so  courteously  and  kindly  both  in  their  homes 
and  at  the  clinics. 


GERIATRIC  CARE 

This  service  is  flourishing  and  this  year  the  Council  has 
been  able  to  contribute  in  the  service  of  Meals- on- Wheels. 

It  gives  me  great  pleasure  to  report  on  the  Meals-on- Wheels 
Service. 
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Inaugurated  in  the  Garw  Valley  by  the  W.V.S.  workers  and 
their  friends  in  September,  and  taken  up  by  the  Young  Wives  ^ 
Nantymoel  and  Wyndham  Church  Societies  in  December,  it  ift" 
exhibited  excellent  results  showing  that  it  is  a social  service 
supplying  a very  much  needed  want. 

Thirty-six  meals  are  distributed  twice  weekly  in  both 
valleys.  These  are  cooked  at  the  Ffaldau  Colliery  Canteen  in  > 
the  Garw  Valley  and  in  the  Wyndham  Colliery  Canteen  in  the 
Ogmore  Valley,  to  the  helpers  at  both  centres,  I wish  to  pay  tribute. 
The  meals  are  excellent  and  are  greatly  enjoyed.  The  cost  to  the 
consumer  is  1 /3d.  each  meal.  The  balance  of  cost  is  made  up  by 
equal  contributions  from  the  County  Council  and  Local  Authority. 

This  service  ensures  that  the  recipients  are  sure  at  least  of 
two  balanced  meals  weekly.  The  visits,  are  to  the  majority,  the 
high  lights  of  the  week,  as  apart  from  fulfilling  their  physical 
needs,  the  appearance  of  someone  from  the  outside  world,  be  it 
only  a fleeting  call,  keeps  them  in  touch  with  the  community. 

I must  thank  the  volunteers,  both  drivers  and  helpers  who 
have  done  such  excellent  work  in  all  weathers  willingly  and 
uncomplainingly,  also  the  National  Coal  Board  for  their  co- 
operation in  allowing  the  meals  to  be  cooked  in  Ffaldau  and 
Wyndham  Canteens  and  to  the  canteen  staff  for  their  unremitting 
care  in  the  preparation  of  the  meals. 

The  W.V.S.  were  ever  ready  with  advice  and  equipment. 
Their  advice  was  invaluable  in  assisting  in  navigating  what  had 
hitherto  been  an  uncharted  sea.  We  hear  so  much  of  malnutrition 
in  the  elderly  from  Geriatric  Physicians  in  the  medical  and  lay 
press,  so  it  is  incumbent  upon  us  to  ameliorate  these  conditions  for 
these  people  in  some  measure. 

These  two  meals  weekly,  supplemented  by  vitamins  from 
the  Doctors,  are  of  great  benefit. 

Future  prospects  for  a further  expansion  of  the  scheme  are 
bright  provided  we  can  secure  more  transport  and  drivers. 

The  method  of  organisation  is  as  follows  : — 

Garw  Valley  : 

A meeting  of  the  W.V.S.  and  friends  is  held  monthly  under 
the  chairmanship  of  Councillor  Lawrence  who  has  as  his  secretary, 
Miss  Hannah  Thomas,  where  the  applications  are  discussed  and 
numbers  picked  with  reserves.  Drivers  and  helpers  are  picked 
for  about  five  weeks  ahead. 

Miss  Griffiths  in  the  Public  Health  Department  helps  with 
the  clerical  work.  This  Committee  works  hard  and  enthusiastically 
and  exudes  goodwill. 
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Ogmore  Valley  : 

«i  The  Public  Health  Department  is  the  centre  where  Miss 

riffiths  works  in  co-operation  with  Mrs.  Owen,  the  Secretary  of 
the  Young  Wives,  and  Mrs.  Williams,  the  Secretary  of  the  Old 
People’s  Committee.  Both  methods  are  highly  successful. 

There  is  great  enthusiasm  and  the  inspectors,  Mr.  Pritchard 
and  Mr.  Davies  are  always  somewhere  where  they  can  be  found  if 
needed. 

In  conclusion,  we  must  pay  tribute  to  the  band  of  dedicated 
workers  in  the  Old  People’s  Association  who  have  and  are  doing 
so  much  to  bring  sunshine  into  the  lives  of  the  lonely. 


HOUSING 

The  number  of  houses  built  during  1965  is  as  follows  : — 

Bettws  : 33  (2)  Bedroom  Houses. 

44  (3)  Bedroom  Houses. 

78 

Pontycymmer  : 10  (1)  Bedroom  Flat  for  O.A.P. 

Ogmore  Vale  : 8 (2)  Bedroom  Flats.  (Gorwyl). 

also  1 (3)  Bedroom  House  built  privately. 

Total  of  97  built  during  the  year. 

We  should  be  careful  not  to  build  too  many  two-bedroom 
houses.  I conducted  a comprehensive  survey  and  it  was  found  that 
very  few  wanted  two  bedroomed  houses.  Furthermore,  reason 
tells  us  that  an  expanding  family  needs  more  breathing  space. 
It  cannot  be  denied  that  restriction  in  sleeping  accommodation 
lowers  the  standard  of  living.  For  people  in  our  council  houses 
with  their  attractive  decor  are  very  proud  of  their  little  homes 
and  like  entertaining  and  having  relatives  and  friends  to  stay 
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with  them.  Again,  a spare  bedroom  is  a necessity  in  the  case  of 
sickness,  especially  where  there  is  infection  and  also  as  mai^r 
prefer  to  be  nursed  at  home  under  the  care  of  their  own  doctB’ 
This  must  be  complementary  to  the  hospital  if  we  are  going  to 
play  a very  essential  role  in  the  build  up  of  our  unique  medical 
service. 

There  is  still  no  sign  of  the  promised  hostel  for  the  elderly, 
adjacent  to  the  home  in  Bettws  with  a warden  in  residence.  I 
can  assure  you  that  there  was  a crying  need  for  this  during  the 
year. 


It  is  pleasing  to  see  the  hillside  development  at  Lewistown 
in  train.  There  are  two  things  that  one  is  concerned  about  in 
this  scheme.  One  is  the  obstructing  of  the  view  and  shutting 
out  the  light  from  Pentrebailey  by  the  upper  row  of  three-storey 
flats.  I would  not  consider  that  desirable. 

The  second  point  was  the  absence  of  ventilation  in  the 
back  of  the  flats.  Here  is  a new  idea.  The  houses  were  planned 
with  a narrow  depth  and  a broad  frontage  so  that  the  cross 
ventilation  which  was  normally  required  in  houses  of  more 
substantial  depth  is  now  completely  unnecessary  as  the  movement 
of  air  is  along  the  front  of  the  face.  This  novel  idea  of  the  Architect 
if  successful  could  be  utilised  by  us  with  the  result  that  countless 
homes  in  the  valley  could  be  saved  at  comparatively  low  cost. 

This  method  of  building  also  provides  safety  from  accidents 
as  vehicular  and  pedestrian  traffic  are  completely  segregated. 
Use  is  made  in  the  design  on  this  steep  slope  of  upper  floor  living 
accommodation  so  that  the  tenants  may  enjoy  their  beautiful 
view.  The  Coal  Board  has  made  an  admirable  contribution  in 
supplying  district  heating. 

They  can  say  in  the  words  of  a well-known  poetess  : — 

“ I like  to  live  on  the  top  of  the  hill, 

Looking  down  on  the  beautiful  scene.” 

On  my  travels  in  this  country  and  abroad,  I have  visited 
many  building  projects.  Two  only  live  in  my  memory — Port 
Meirion  and  the  Elwy  Estate  at  Colwyn  Bay.  I am  convinced 
that  the  Lewistown  Estate  will  prove  the  third  which  I shall 
never  forget,  for  this  promises  to  be  an  elegant  and  a harmonious 
conception. 

Nature  has  endowed  our  valleys  with  fascinating  potential- 
ities for,  with  the  broad  sweep  of  their  uplands,  their  sequestered 
forest  glades,  their  chattering  rivers  with  mossy  banks  they 
rank  amongst  the  most  picturesque  in  the  country.  It  behoves 
us  to  assist  nature  by  beautifying  our  towns  and  villages  and  it 
is  in  our  power  so  to  do. 
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First,  it  is  essential  that  the  sad  looking  derelict  buildings 
si^iild  be  cleared  away  and  the  unsightly  tips  camouflaged.  Then 
individual  house  could  be  brightened  up  by  the  application 
of  colourful  paint,  though  much  has  been  done  lately  in  this 
direction.  In  fact  a visitor  here  who  has  not  been  in  this  area  for 
some  years  was  greatly  impressed  by  the  artistic  shades  of  paint 
which  adorned  many  of  the  houses  ; the  windows  and  doors 
shone  like  jewels  in  a muted  setting.  It  is  surprising  how  this 
explosion  of  colour  brings  life  and  sparkle  to  an  otherwise  sombre 
surrounding.  We  have  long  outlived  the  days  when  any  departure 
from  drab  colours  was  looked  upon  as  something  faintly  immoral. 
Nature  has  presented  us  with  a vast  array  of  colours  from  which 
to  choose  in  a variety  of  flowers — wild  and  cultivated — which 
she  has  produced.  Then  again,  we  must  try  to  plant  trees  where- 
ever  there  is  an  available  spot.  I ask  myself  sometimes  whether 
this  changing  pattern  can  be  attributed  to  the  fact  that  so  many 
go  abroad  for  their  holidays  now,  for  the  Continentals  excel  in 
their  presentation  of  colourful  houses. 


I do  not  think  there  is  anywhere  more  productive  of  warm 
hearted  and  charitable  people  than  the  valleys.  This  was  made 
manifest  by  the  ministerial  report  issued  after  the  last  World  War 
where  South  Wales  ranked  high  in  the  list  of  most  successful 
reception  areas.  The  inhabitants  love  their  native  soil  and  on 
returning  from  a foreign  strand  say  with  the  poet,  “ This  is  my 
own  my  native  land.” 

Let  us  then  unite  in  making  these  valleys  a land  fit  for 
these  patriots  by  providing  homes  for  all  and  a welfare  service 
not  to  be  equalled  anywhere  else  in  the  country. 

People  are  constantly  calling  on  me  at  my  home  and  clinics 
imploring  me  to  assist  them  in  finding  somewhere  to  live.  They 
are  for  the  most  part  a good  type  of  person,  not  given  to  complain- 
ing, but  rather  urged  on  by  the  pressing  need  for  accommodation. 
They  would  have  bought  their  own  houses  long  ago  if  they  had 
been  able  to  afford  it.  Sometimes  a break  up  of  family  life  is 
threatened  by  constant  association  with  another  family  in  the 
house.  There  is  a derelict  site  at  Bettws  crying  out  for  develop- 
ment and  to  me  it  is  incomprehensible  why  action  has  not  been 
taken  long  ago. 

It  is  a great  pity  that  planning  permission  is  not  readily 
obtained  for  the  erection  of  private  houses  in  the  areas  of  Blackmill 
and  Llangeinor.  Many  who  have  left  the  district  and  have  been 
interviewed  state  that  though  they  would  not  build  a house  with 
all  its  complexities,  they  would  unhesitatingly  purchase  a house 
already  built. 
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On  a hilly  site  in  Blackmill  and  on  land  without  any 
agricultural  value,  planning  permission  has  been  sought  for  ab(mf 
two  years.  The  migration  from  the  valleys  is  to  be  deplor®" 
for  many  would  be  happier  in  their  own  habitat  rather  than  they 
would  be  in  an  alien  spot  where  they  are  not  known,  leaving 
behind  their  interests.  The  community  is  weakened  by  this 
unnecessary  depopulation.  Members  must  not  be  put  off  by 
silly  planning  cliches  but  use  their  undisputed  influence  at  the 
highest  level  to  find  living  space  for  their  people.  For  after  all 
the  planners  have  neither  the  intimate  knowledge  of  the  need 
of  the  people  nor  their  communal  interest.  It  is  well  to  reflect 
that  since  1925  the  population  of  this  area  had  fallen  from  32,120 
to  23,310  in  1946.  Since  1946,  it  has  fallen  to  20,800.  The  earlier 
loss  can  be  attributed  to  the  great  industrial  depression  when  the 
life  blood  of  the  valleys  was  drained  away  and  the  young  left 
seeking  a new  hope  elsewhere.  This  should  be  a salutory  lesson 
for  members  to  concentrate  all  their  energies  on  preventing  this 
debacle  happening  again. 

The  problem  of  teenage  marriage  is  still  with  us  and  owing 
to  the  shortage  of  houses  I suggested  last  year  it  would  be  better 
to  accept  the  principle  of  subletting  as  normal  and  such  tenants 
be  entered  on  a separate  register  so  that  the  real  housing  needs 
of  the  area  could  be  assessed.  This  problem  has  not  been  brought 
to  our  notice  when  the  housing  in  question  are  privately  owned. 
This  in  our  council  estates  leads  often  to  subterfuge  for  the  parents 
of  the  young  teenager  in  many  instances  do  not  wish  to  inform 
the  authority  lest  they  be  refused  permission  to  sublet  and  face 
the  possibility  of  being  given  notice. 

One  neighbouring  authority  has  adopted  this  plan  of 
allowing  parents  to  sublet  to  their  children  as  this  is  looked  upon 
as  merely  an  extension  of  the  family  which  is  a sensible  appraise- 
ment. 


My  suggestion  made  last  year  did  not  result  in  any  develop- 
ment but  it  is  such  a grave  social  problem  that  it  merits  an  earnest 
and  thoughtful  consideration. 

There  is  so  much  goodwill  amongst  members  and  social 
workers  in  this  area  that  the  dreaded  word  “ eviction  ” could 
be  removed  from  our  vocabulary,  for  one  feels  in  discussion  on 
problems  of  human  conduct  in  clinics  and  with  other  workers 
in  this  field  how  easy  it  is  for  people  on  a small  wage  to  get  into 
difficulties  either  through  bad  health,  accidents  or  some  indiscretion 
and  how  difficult  except  for  the  strong  willed  to  “ withstand  the 
slings  and  arrows  of  outraged  fortune.” 
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If  we  accept  the  word  Health  definition  of  health  as  a 
^te  of  mental,  physical  and  social  well  being,  to  this  I should 
to  add — spiritual  then  these  little  problems  must  not  be 
from  our  minds.  I find,  especially  at  clinics,  where  we  are 
constantly  confronted  with  such  questions  that  it  makes  us  very 
humble  which  is  a good  thing  for  without  humility  there  is  no 
sincerity  and  without  sincerity  there  cannot  be  truth  and  that  is 
for  which  we  are  searching.  The  practice  of  Sociology  and  Social 
Medicine  has  an  important  part  to  play  in  solving  these  problems. 

An  American  physician  fought  under  the  flag  of  faith 
embroidered  with  the  words  “ Let  the  welfare  of  the  people  be 
the  supreme  law  ” (Ref.  Dr.  Mountain,  M.D.,  Medical  Care  in 
transition,  U.S.  Publication). 

“ O ! Frodyr,  dihunwch,  a cherddwch  ymlaen.”  (Dr.  Thomas 
Phillips  Neuadd — lwydd  Caniedydd). 


SLUM  CLEARANCE 

It  is  gratifying  that  the  owner  occupiers  of  the  Garw  Fechan 
Street  brought  their  houses  up  to  the  required  standards  by  their 
own  efforts  and  the  street  was  then  removed  from  the  slum 
clearance  list.  This  goes  to  prove  that  many  more  streets  on  the 
list  could  be  removed. 

It  is  to  be  deplored  that  the  houses  in  Bridgend  Road  and 
Cuckoo  Street  were  still  standing  at  the  end  of  the  year  though 
the  tenants  had  been  evacuated  in  July.  They  are  rapidly  falling 
into  unsightly  ruins  and  what  is  more  important,  they  are  a 
constant  menace  to  the  life  and  limb  of  children,  who  in  the 
evitable  spirit  of  adventure  and  curiosity  cannot  resist  exploring 
and  playing  amongst  them.  It  is  important  that  the  Ministry 
devise  a scheme  whereby  this  delay  could  be  overcome  and  this 
danger  be  removed. 

1.  The  number  of  houses  demolished  were  3 i.e. 

1 and  2 Ivy  Cottages,  Pontyrhyl. 

56  Blaengarw  Road,  Blaengarw. 

2.  The  number  of  houses  on  which  Demolition  Orders  have 

been  served  were  3 i.e.  : — 

59  Blaengarw  Road,  Blaengarw,  12/4/65. 

1 and  2 Ivy  Cottages,  Pontyrhyl,  25/3/65. 
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3.  The  number  of  tenements  on  which  Closing  Orders  were 
served  were  9 i.e.  : — 

25 A Cuckoo  Street,  Pantygog,  12/4/65. 

52A  High  Street,  Pontycymmer,  12/4/65. 

31 A Gloucester  Buildings,  Pantygog,  Pontycymmer,  12/4/65. 
Llwynyoreth  Farm,  Bettws,  10/5/65. 

1A  Hill  View,  Pontycymmer,  10/5/65. 

5A  Station  Street,  Blaengarw,  10/5/65. 

21A  Oxford  Street,  Pontycymmer,  27/5/65. 

27 A Cuckoo  Street,  Pantygog,  14/6/65. 

4 Fountain  Row,  Bettws,  29/7/65. 


PRIVATE  OWNERSHIP 


The  following  is  information  with  regard  to  the  number 
of  people  who  owned  their  houses  in  1965  as  compared  with  the 
number  in  1961,  1962,  1963  and  1964. 


1961 

1962 

1963 

1964 

1965 

Bettws 

178 

200 

202 

208 

211 

Llangeinor 

1,962 

2,038 

2,144 

2,244 

2,342 

Llandyfodwg 

1,144 

1,161 

1,200 

1,237 

1,266 

3,284 

3,399 

3,546 

3,689 

3,819 

130  houses  were  bought  during  1965. 


IMPROVEMENT  GRANTS,  1965 

There  have  been  twenty-four  Discretionary  Grants  and 
seventeen  Standard  Grants  accepted  during  the  year  under  the 
1949  Housing  Act.  In  each  case  the  work  was  completed. 


Discretionary  Grants  : 

Pontycymmer  3 

Ogmore  Vale  16 

Brynmenyn  1 

Evanstown  1 

Pontyrhyl  3 

Standard  Grants  : 

Pontycymmer  9 

Nantymoel  2 

Pontyrhyl  1 

Ogmore  Vale  3 

Blaengarw  1 

Bettws  1 


We  would  all  have  liked  to  see  more  taking  advantage  of 
these  facilities. 
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In  1947,  we  reviewed  the  position  with  regard  to  the 
^tallation  of  indoor  sanitation  but  realised  it  could  then  not  be 
^B>ceeded  with  owing  to  shortages  of  materials  and  more  important 
nie  inability  of  the  elderly  to  make  any  contribution.  However, 
this  problem  is  solving  itself  as  many  have  been  able  to  do  their 
work  without  grants,  either  by  themselves  or  with  the  aid  of 
contractors,  money  being  more  freely  circulated.  The  desire  to 
be  one  of  the  property  owning  democracy  has  resulted  in  2,100 
houses  being  bought  since  1950.  The  unstinted  help  of  the 
coal  board  in  modernising  their  houses  has  assisted  materially 
in  this  as  indeed  have  the  improvements  and  additions  carried 
out  in  the  Wyndham  basement  flats  by  a private  owner. 

What  is  important  as  far  as  this  area  is  concerned  are  the 
houses  which  have  deteriorated  to  such  an  extent  that  the  cost 
of  renovation  is  beyond  the  resources  of  the  owner.  This  is  a 
great  opportunity  for  the  Council  to  step  in  with  financial  assistance 
from  the  Treasury,  for  a little  gold  injection  at  this  stage  would 
be  the  means  of  vast  saving  in  the  long  run,  and  people  could 
live  comfortably  and  happily  enjoying  a communal  life  to  the 
full  with  no  anxieties  as  to  the  future.  I must  give  warning  that 
there  is  a great  danger  that  the  ever  increasing  council  rents 
may  outstrip  the  means  to  pay,  resulting  in  forced  economy  in 
food  and  the  lowering  of  the  standard  of  health.  There  is  a view 
strongly  held  in  the  States  that  malnutrition  with  the  resultant 
shortage  of  protein  may  be  a major  cause  of  toxaemia  of  pregnancy. 
(Ref.  Dr.  Thomas  H.  Brewer,  M.D.,  Publisher  Charles  C.  Thomas, 
Springfield,  Illinois). 

GOAL  BOARD  IMPROVEMENTS 

The  number  of  houses  improved  at  Ogmore  Vale  during 
the  past  few  years  is  71.  It  is  extremely  difficult  to  say  precisely 
how  many  were  improved  in  each  year  because  houses  which  are 
started  in  one  year  are  not  finished  until  the  next,  but  as  a rough 
guide  I would  say  that  approximately  58  houses  in  the  1965/66 


year  were  completed. 

Details  of  the  Improvements  are  : — 

Llangeinor  Terrace,  Lewistown  13 

Pentrebailey  Terrace,  Lewistown  25 

Pentrebailey  Place,  Lewistown  9 

Cardiff  Street,  Ogmore  Vale  24 


They  also  have  a scheme  in  hand  for  improving  31  houses 
in  Hill  Street  and  21  at  Fronwen,  Ogmore  Vale  which  should 
be  completed  during  the  coming  year. 

It  is  unfortunate  that  they  also  have  to  deal  with  subsidence 
affecting  houses.  It  would  appear  highly  probable  that  at  the 
lower  end  of  Adare  Street,  Ogmore  Vale  some  houses  will  be 
demolished. 
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ICE  CREAM  SAMPLES 


There  were  eighteen  samples  of  ice  cream  submitted  to  lA, 
laboratory  during  1965.  Fifteen  were  classed  as  Grade  One  all 
three  samples  as  unsatisfactory.  The  three  unsatisfactory  samples 
were  from  the  same  firm. 


MILK 

Milk  (Special  Designation)  Regulations,  1963  : 

There  are  26  farms  producing  milk. 

Abergarw  Farm,  Brynmenyn,  is  licensed  to  sell  “ Un- 
treated ” milk.  This  farm  has  a very  modern  method  of  milk 
production.  The  milk  is  conveyed  by  a system  of  pipes  directly 
from  the  cow  to  a tank  and  is  collected  in  bulk  by  a tanker.  This 
ensures  the  exclusion  of  extraneous  matter.  This  highly  modern 
technique  is  a complete  break-through  in  this  area  and  we  look 
forward  to  other  farms  emulating  this  process. 


WATER 

No  major  developments  in  the  Board’s  Undertaking 
affecting  the  Council’s  area  was  carried  out  during  1965. 

Llwynoreth  Farm,  Bettws  was  connected  to  the  Board’s 
mains  on  28th  June,  1965. 

Effective  soda-ash  treatment  to  prevent  plumbo-solvency 
at  the  Nant-y-ci  Source  was  continued  without  interruption 
during  1965.  Routine  sampling  of  raw  and  treated  waters  for 
chemical  and  bacteriological  analysis  also  continued  throughout 
the  year. 

The  supply  is  wholesome  and  satisfactory  in  quality  and 
quantity.  About  99.8%  are  connected  to  the  main.  There  are 
no  stand  pipes. 

Samples  of  water  from  selected  sources  are  also  submitted 
for  total  beta  activity  analysis. 

Fluoridation  has  been  accepted  by  this  - authority  as  a 
practical  measure.  One  is  rather  apprehensive  when  one  hears 
of  the  extraction  of  water  from  the  river  for  drinking.  Since  it 
has  been  proved  that  pathogens  will  pass  through  sewage  filters 
and  there  would  be  so  much  deviation  of  chlorine  that  even 
chlorination  could  not  be  guaranteed  wholly.  Therefore,  further 
filtration  by  modern  methods  are  necessary,  this  proving  a 
valuable  aid  to  sterilization,  ultra  violet  rays  are  used  in  many 
plants. 
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REPORT  ON  CHEMICAL  ANALYSIS  OF  WATER 


Blackmill  Hospital 

Appearance  in  two  foot  tube 
Colour  (Burgess  Scale)  Units 
Reaction,  pH  value 

Total  Hardness 

(a)  Temporary 

(b)  Permanent 
Chlorides  (expressed  as  Cl) 

Nitrates  (expressed  as  N)  ... 

Nitrites  (expressed  as  N) 

Ammoniacal  Nitrogen 

Albuminoid  Nitrogen 
Oxygen  absorbod  in  4 hours  at  80°  F 
from  N/80  Permanganate 
Metal  


Rosidual  Chlorine  .... 

Volume  of  Sediment 

Microscopical  Examination  of  the  Sediment 


Pale  green  clear 
20 
7.6 

parts  per  million 
18 


10 

0.1 

0.002 

0.006 

0.010 

0.40 

Copper  Nil 

Zinc  Nil  I 

Manganese  Nil  j 

Lead  Nil  J 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 


Remarks — 

A clear,  very  soft,  slightly  alkaline  water  of  good  organic  quality,  free 
from  coppor,  zinc,  iron,  lead  and  manganese  in  solution. 


REPORT  ON  BACTERIOLOGICAL  EXAMINATION  OF  WATER 


Description  of  Sample  .. 

..  “ Gellihebleg  Cottages  ” 
Lletty  Brongu 

Spring,  Pantscawen 
Farm,  Llangeinor 

Probable  number  of 
coliform  bacilli. 

..  0 per  100  ml. 

..  0 per  100  ml. 

Probable  number  of 
faecal  coli. 

. 0 per  100  ml. 

..  0 per  100  ml. 

Remarks 

..  Satisfactory 

..  Satisfactory 
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N/A — Not  Available.  Percentages — to  nearest  round  figure. 


SWIMMING  BATHS 

Two  are  maintained  one  in  the  Garw  opened  about  1{^4 
in  a very  pleasant  setting.  Unfortunately,  owing  to  the  he^p 
rainfall  it  is  little  used,  but  a great  deal  of  pleasure  is  derived 
from  this  bath  in  fine  weather.  I think  that  preparation  for 
opening  this  bath  should  start  at  the  beginning  of  the  year. 

The  Ogmore  Vale  bath  has  been  reconstructed  and  a 
modern  filtration  and  chlorination  plant  installed.  Unfortunately, 
an  old  fashioned  hand  stoking  furnace  was  put  in  instead  of  a 
mechanical  stoking  device.  In  changing  over  from  our  old 
fashioned  system,  retraining  in  the  management  of  this  new  plant 
was  required.  We  were  very  fortunate  to  find  that  the  personnel 
of  the  Cardiff  and  Merthyr  baths  were  very  willing  to  devote  time 
to  demonstrate  how  to  get  the  best  out  of  a modern  plant.  Now 
our  superintendent  has  a first  class  knowledge  of  all  the  technical- 
ities and  can  use  the  bath  to  the  best  advantage  and  consequently 
future  new  plants  will  present  no  difficulty. 

Although  the  old  bath  was  inadequate  by  modern  standards 
it  must  be  stated  that  not  once  have  we  had  any  illness  attributed 
to  the  bath.  This  is  due  entirely  to  a very  high  standard  of 
management. 

Apart  from  the  recreational  benefit  of  the  swimming  bath 
instruction  in  swimming  and  life  saving  is  given.  The  fact  that 
a child  can  swim  adds  vastly  to  the  enjoyment  of  a day  at  the 
seaside  especially  for  the  parents.  Moreover,  the  life  of  another 
not  so  fortunate  in  being  able  to  swim  might  be  saved. 

THE  SEWAGE  AND  SEWERAGE  DISPOSAL  PLANT 

The  two  plants,  one  at  Shwt  and  one  at  Bettws  are  reasonably 
adequate,  but  as  the  number  of  houses  at  Bettws  increases, 
extensions  will  have  to  be  considered.  At  Lletty  Brongu  a new 
plant  is  to  be  installed.  Cesspools  are  employed  at  the  caravan 
site.  There  is  also  a small  plant  at  Sweet  wells. 

The  sewage  disposal  works  at  the  Brynmenyn  farm  takes 
the  bulk  of  our  sewage.  This  is  old,  out  of  date  and  apparently 
not  efficient  because  it  is  wearing  out  and  needs  overhauling  or 
replacing  by  some  other  method.  I was  given  to  understand  that 
the  joint  sewage  scheme  was  a reality  and  to  be  in  use  soon. 
Now  that  this  is  not  imminent,  attention  must  be  devoted  to  the 
farm. 

Many  have  become  quite  hysterical,  fearful  lest  it  might 
cause  some  infection  or  other  dangers.  This  anxiety  is  based  on 
no  foundation  of  fact,  for  I can  emphatically  state  that  there  has 
been  absolutely  no  injury  or  danger  to  anyone  arising  from  the 
farm,  human  or  animal.  It  has  been  strictly  supervised  over  the 
years  and  by  that  dangers  are  avoided.  We  were  fortunate  to 
have  a superintendent  with  a University  background.  Incidently, 
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this  farm  is  one  of  my  favourite  walks  and  it  is  customary  to  see 
fishermen  and  youngsters  romping  about  and  playing  by  the 

Never  once  has  this  resulted  in  an  infection. 

Although  I am  asked  to  comment  on  this  I have  never 
once  had  the  privilege  of  being  present  when  an  inspector  from 
the  Welsh  Office  or  the  River  Board  or  any  other  authority  has 
paid  a visit  to  discuss  the  working  of  this  farm.  It  is  this  lack  of 
co-operation  which  has  led  to  all  this  fear  and  worry  on  ill  founded 
statements  and  comments. 

Having  made  a study  of  the  waste  from  the  homes  to  the 
river  for  many  years  and  indeed  having  written  a report  in  1951 
which  led  to  research  being  carried  out  by  the  staff  of  Cardiff 
Public  Health  Laboratory  in  which  several  scientific  papers  have 
been  accepted  for  publication,  I feel  I can  claim  a little  knowledge 
of  this  farm. 

From  a public  health  point  of  view  this  has  been  the  least 
of  my  worries.  Our  recently  built  plant  at  Shwt  is  efficient  by 
chemical  standards.  In  spite  of  that,  enteric  pathogens  pass 
through  into  the  river  and  even  if  this  effluent  were  chlorinated 
up  to  10%  might  demonstrate  the  presence  of  pathogens.  It  is 
true  that  pathogens  can  be  isolated  from  the  effluent  from  the 
farm,  but  this  is  invariably  when  the  storm  water  overflow  goes 
into  the  effluent.  It  has  on  many  occasions  been  impossible  to 
grow  pathogens  from  effluent  which  has  passed  over  the  land, 
1 don’t  wish  to  affirm  that  it  could  not  happen.  I have  never 
been  in  favour  of  a joint  scheme  as  I have  always  maintained 
that  constructing  our  own  works  and  processing  the  sludge  for 
agriculture  use  would  be  a better  proposition.  Further,  it  is  my 
opinion  that  we  could  modify  the  farm  without  much  expense 
and  effluent  could  be  channelled  into  the  river  which  would  be 
innocuous. 

There  could  be  one  of  two  alternatives  : — 

(a)  The  first  principle  that  the  grit  be  removed,  this  could  be 
done  very  simply. 

( b ) Overflow  tanks  or  a “ Stabilisation  Pond*”  (Ref.  *Further 
Public  Health  Reports  U.S.  Department  of  Health  Education 
and  Welfare.  61  Vol.  76  No.  3.) 

(c)  The  tanks  used  only  for  sedimentation. 

(d)  Either  a rapid  filtration  system  and  a final  over  land 
treatment  or  better  spreading  by  trough  or  ridging.  This  could 
be  carried  out  by  our  men  or  one  of  the  Valley  Contractors. 

The  cost  would  be  negligible,  the  efficiency  to  be  tested 
by  experiment. 

For  this  there  should  be  consultations  between  the  Welsh 
Office  Engineers,  the  Council  Engineers  and  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  to  discuss  the  details  and  they  should  make  observations 
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and  formulate  a plan  and  test  by  experiment  which  is  the  correct 
scientific  method.  This  is  a technological  age  and  all  the  scientific 
disciplines  should  be  harnessed.  gm 

I resent  the  statements  that  a fabulous  amount  of^i^ 
ratepayers  money  would  have  to  be  spent  to  make  this  efficient. 
This  statement  might  tread  on  some  toes  but  I should  be  lacking 
in  my  duty  to  the  ratepayers  if  I did  not  give  my  views  on  personal 
investigations. 

Since  drinking  water  is  extracted  from  rivers  it  is  not 
possible  to  separate  drinking  water  from  sewage  disposal.  A 
great  fault  in  our  administrative  system  is  that  this  vital  problem 
is  not  treated  by  many  with  the  extreme  importance  which  it 
demands  as  a health  and  hygiene  measure.  It  is  remarkable  that 
even  today  a suggestion  from  a health  department  in  this  field 
is  looked  upon  as  interference. 

The  following  extract  on  Russian  methods  shows  how 
backward  we  are  in  comparison  in  this  province  in  spite  of  the 
fact  that  our  scientific  knowledge  is  comprehensive,  but  is  not 
fully  used  : — 

“ The  State  Sanitary  Inspection  Authorities  and  Chief 
Medical  Officers  of  Sanitation  and  epidemiological  stations  have 
the  right  to  apply  administrative  sanctions  against  the  individuals 
responsible  and  legal  sanctions  extending  to  the  complete  closure 
of  the  enterprise  concerned. 

The  State  Sanitary  Inspection  Authorities  and  Chief 
Medical  Officers  of  sanitation  and  epidemiological  stations  are 
present  at  the  handing  over  of  new  works  and  have  the  right  to 
prevent  them  being  put  into  operation  if  the  regulations  and 
standards  for  the  prevention  of  pollution  of  water  supplies  are 
not  implemented  or  adhered  to.” 

Research  : 

A large  number  of  research  institutions  and  field  services 
(some  hundreds  in  all)  are  enjoyed  in  research  on  problems  of 
water  hygiene  and  pollution,  and  it  is  not  possible  in  this  paper 
to  inumerate  them  all.  Research  is  being  done  by  ten  institutes 
of  hygiene,  at  all  departments  of  hygiene  of  medical  institutes 
(there  are  upwards  of  eighty  higher  medical  teaching  institutes 
in  the  U.S.S.R.),  and  at  sanitary  and  epidemiological  stations. 
Further  many  technical,  chemical,  biological,  hydrochemical, 
hydrogeological,  planning  and  fishery  institutes,  as  well  as  the 
water  supply  and  sewage  departments  of  higher  educational 
institutes  and  Universities,  water  supply  laboratories  and  so  on, 
are  co-operating  in  such  research.  (Ref.  N.  Litvinov — Bulletin  of 
the  World  Health  Organisation). 

In  conclusion  it  is  my  opinion  that  the  Ministry  does  not  give 
a lead  to  local  authorities  in  the  importance  of  the  association  of 
health  and  epidemiology  in  the  field  of  sewage  and  water  supplies 
neither  does  the  hygiene  departments  of  Universities  teach  this 
subject  in  depth  as  was  formerly  the  case. 
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RODENT  CONTROL 
Premises  Treated 


i*R?lling  Houses  139 

Business  Premises  17 

Local  Authority  Premises  158 

TYPE  OF  INFESTATION  : 

Rats — Major  Nil 

Minor  276 

Mice — Major  Ni 

Minor  38 


This  important  service  needs  great  co-operation  between 
the  local  authority  and  the  public.  We  are  able  to  give  an  instant 
and  efficient  service  to  the  community  and  it  must  be  said  that 
the  public  are  appreciative.  The  eradiction  of  rodents  is  a task 
of  great  magnitude  for  once  an  area  is  clear  there  is  always  the 
possibility  of  reinfestation.  A lot  of  thought  is  devoted  in  this 
country  to  ways  and  means  of  permanently  eradicating  this 
menace  which  causes  danger  to  health  and  great  loss  to  food 
production  and  supplies.  Whenever  possible  I consider  it  essential 
for  this  Officer  to  attend  refresher  courses  to  enable  him  to  be 
cognisant  of  the  most  modern  methods  of  control. 

REFUSE  DISPOSAL 

We  have  had  during  the  year  frequent  complaints  from 
those  living  in  the  vicinity  of  the  tips — noxious  smells  and  flies 
are  their  constant  companions.  Without  applying  scientific 
knowledge  in  the  day  to  day  management  of  these  tips,  we  cannot 
hope  to  improve  them.  As  this  knowledge  is  to  be  found  only  in 
the  Health  Department,  it  follows  that  this  is  the  Office  which 
should  deal  with  this  matter. 

One  essential  is  that  one  man  be  solely  in  charge  and  be 
stationed  there  all  day  so  that  he  may  learn  how  to  control  a 
tip  and  be  able  to  apply  alone  the  knowledge  and  therefore  be 
fully  responsible. 

Incineration  must  be  considered  and  this  idea  is  not  new 
as  it  was  printed  in  the  report  of  1899.  Crushing  which  is  becoming 
popular  must  also  be  given  its  place  for  consideration.  It  is 
vitally  important  that  the  council  buy  the  modern  lorries  whereby 
mechanical  loading  is  used.  The  manual  loading  of  bins  is  very 
arduous  for  the  fittest  man  especially  as  our  bins  are  so  heavy. 
Consideration  should  be  given  to  the  supplying  of  lighter  bins  or 
sacks  for  older  people.  I have  nothing  but  praise  for  the  manner 
in  which  council  workmen  carry  out  their  duties.  Apart  from 
routine  work  they  are  always  ready  in  any  emergency,  such  as  a 
breakdown  in  the  sewer  system,  floodings,  or  any  like  contingencies 
to  give  of  their  best.  Their  spirit  in  difficult  periods  reminds  me 
of  what  I saw  displayed  on  the  battlefield. 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH  IN  THE  OGMORE  AND  GARW  AREA 


DURING  1965 

M 

F 

• 

T 

1 — Tuberculosis  (Respiratory) 

1 

1 

2 

2 — Tuberculosis  (other  from)  

- .... 

...  - . 

- 

3 — Syphilitic  Diseases  

- .... 

...  - . 

- 

4 — Diphtheria 

- .... 

...  - . 

- 

5 — Whooping  Cough 

- .... 

...  - . 

- 

6 — Meningococcal  Infection 

- .... 

...  - . 

- 

7 — Acute  Poliomyelitis 

— .... 

...  - . 

- 

8 — Measles  

- .... 

..  - . 

- 

9 — Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

- .... 

..  - . 

- 

10 — Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 

2 .... 

...  3 

5 

11 — Malignant  neoplasm,  lungs,  bronchus 

7 .... 

1 

8 

12 — Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 

- .... 

...  6 

6 

13 — Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 

- .... 

...  3 

3 

14 — Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms 

16  ... 

11 

27 

15 — Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

- .... 

1 

1 

16 — Diabetes 

- .... 

1 

1 

17 — Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

10 

...  20 

30 

18 — Coronary  disease,  angina 

29  ... 

...  10 

39 

19 — Hypertension  with  heart  disease  

...  1 

1 

20 — Other  heart  diseases 

14 

15 

29 

21 — Other  circulatory  diseases  

2 ... 

3 

5 

22 — Influenza 

- 

— 

— 

23 — Pneumonia  

7 ... 

...  8 

15 

24 — Bronchitis 

25  ... 

...  5 

30 

25 — Other  diseases  of  the  respiratory  system  

2 ... 

...  1 

3 

26 — Ulcer  of  stomach,  duodenum 

- ... 

...  - 

- 

27 — Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea  

- .. 

- 

- 

28 — Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

2 ... 

...  1 

3 

29 — Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

1 ... 

...  - 

1 

30 — Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 

- ... 

...  - 

- 

31 — Congenital  Malformation  

2 ... 

...  2 

4 

32 — Other  defined  and  ill  defined  causes 

14 

11 

25 

33 — Motor  vehicle  accidents 

2 ... 

...  1 

3 

34 — All  other  incidents  

3 ... 

...  - 

3 

35 — Suicide 

3 ... 

1 

4 

36 — Homicide  and  operations  of  war  

...  - 

- 

142  106  248 


50 


Causes  of  Death 
1965 


Numbers  in  column  1 to  be  read  in 
conjunction  with  diseases  on  opposite 
page 


GLAMORGAN  (ADMINISTRATIVE  COUNTY)  VITAL  STATISTICS,  1965. 
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THE  SANITARY  ADMINISTRATION  OF  THE  AREA 

J.  A.  Sadler,  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  ^ 

The  number  of  inspections  and  re-inspections  made  during 
the  year  are  as  follows  : — 

Housing  Complaints  194 

Miscellaneous  Complaints  received  90 

Visits  to  houses  under  the  Public  Health  and  Housing  Acts  631 
Revisits  to  houses  under  the  Public  Health  and  Housing  Acts  460 

Visits  in  connection  with  Improvement  Grants  96 

Miscellaneous  Visits  159 

Visits  to  Slaughterhouses  22 

Inspection  under  the  Shops  Act  125 

Investigation  and  visits  re  Food  Premises  50 

Ice  Cream  Samples  Taken  18 

Water  Samples  Taken  17 

Investigation  and  visits  re  infectious  diseases  156 

Disinfection  and  disinfestation  visits  40 

Visits  to  Schools  and  Public  Buildings 

Inspection  of  Factories  1 

Inspection  of  Swimming  Baths  18 

Inspection  under  the  Rent  Act  2 

Visits  to  Caravan  Site 18 


53 


HOUSING  INSPECTION 


j^pfnspections  of  dwelling  houses  during  the  year  : — 

1 . Total  number  of  houses  inspected  for  housing 

defects  and  number  of  inspections  made  631 

2.  Council  House  visits  ......  86 

(b)  Revisits  460 

(c)  Number  of  houses  found  to  be  in  a state  so 

dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for 
human  habitation  12 

( d ) Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  not  to  be  in  all 

respects  fit  for  human  habitation  Ill 

2.  — Remedy  of  defects  during  the  year  without  service  of 

formal  notice  : — 

Number  of  houses  rendered  fit  in  consequence  of 
informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority  or  their 
Officers  25 

3.  — Action  under  Statutory  Powers  : — 

(а)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  Nil 

(б)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit  after 
service  of  Notices  : — 

1.  By  Owner  Nil 

2.  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  Nil 

4.  — Proceedings  under  the  Public  Health  Acts  : — 

(a)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be 
remedied  Ill 

( b ) Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  which  defects  were 
remedied  : — 

1.  By  Owners  41 

2.  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  ......  Nil 
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5. — Demolition  Orders  : — 


(a)  Number  of  houses  in  respect  of  which  demolition 
Orders  were  made  


( b ) Number  of  houses  demolished  3 

(c)  Number  of  tenements  in  respect  of  which  Closing 

Orders  were  made  9 


( d )  Number  of  houses  closed  but  not  demolished  9 


FOOD  PREMISES 

Only  one  small  slaughterhouse  operates  in  the  district 
and  slaughtering  is  confined  to  pigs,  calves  and  sheep  which  are 
subsequently  sold  in  the  butcher’s  shop  connected  with  the 
premises. 

Routine  visits  to  food  premises  did  not  reveal  any  serious 
infringement  of  the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations  and  it  was,  there- 
fore, not  found  necessary  to  institute  any  proceedings. 


FOOD  CONDEMNED  IN  RETAIL  SHOPS  DURING  1965 


Meat 

127 

tins 

Vegetables 

82 

tins 

Fruit 

90 

tins 

Fish 

34 

tins 

Milk 

13 

tins 

Tomatoes  

82 

tins 

Cream  16  tins 

Rice  7 pkts. 

Chickens  6 

Turkey  1 

Smoked  Haddock  4 st. 


FOOD  HYGIENE  REGULATIONS  1960 


1.  Trade  Number 

Cafes  8 

Canteens  (schools,  etc.)  13 

Bakehouses  3 

Clubs  and  Public  Houses  35 

Fish  and  Chip  Shops  8 


67 

2.  No  exemption  certificates  served.  (Section  16). 

3.  All  premises  complied  with  Section  19  of  the  Act. 
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MEAT— CARCASES  INSPECTED  AND  CONDEMNED 
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>ralised  and  totally  condemned 


OFFICES,  SHOPS  AND  RAILWAY  PREMISES  ACT,  1983 

The  number  of  premises  registered  under  this  A totJlfa 
96  at  the  end  of  the  year.  Fifty-five  of  these  premises  re  fived  an 
initial  inspection,  and  a total  of  216  visits  of  all  kinds  were  made 
during  the  year. 

The  following  is  an  analysis  of  the  headings  under  which 
contraventions  were  recorded  during  the  intitial  inspections. 


Temperature  38 

Sanitary  Conviences  23 

Washing  Facilities  22 

Supply  of  Drinking  Water  4 

Accommodation  for  Clothing 4 

Eating  facilities  1 

Floors,  Passages  and  Stairs  12 

Fencing  of  Machinery  2 

First  Aid  Provisions  20 

Ventilation  4 

Lighting  3 

Sitting  Facilities  4 


FACTORIES  ACT,  1937  AND  1948 

(«)  Factories  where  no  mechanical  power  is  employed  : — 


Watchmakers  2 

Plumbers  3 

Wireless  Repairs  3 

Carpenters  2 

Furniture  Upholstery  1 

( b ) Factories  where  mechanical  power  is  employed  : — 

Motor  Repairs  6 

Carpenters  ' 10 

Boot  Repairs  5 

Electricity  2 

Bakehouses  5 

Leather  Product  Factory  1 

Furniture  Manufactoruer  1 

Bedding  and  Upholstery  1 


FACTORIES  ACT,  1961 
Part  1 of  the  Act 

1 . INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including  inspections 
made  by  Public  Health  Inspectors). 


Number 

on 

Register 

(2) 

Number  of 

Premises 

(1) 

Inspections 

(3) 

Written 

notices 

(4) 

Occupiers 

prosecuted 

(5) 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sec- 
tions 1,  2,  3,  4,  and  6 are 
to  be  enforced  by  Local 
Authorities 

11 

( ii ) Factories  not  included 
in  ( i ) in  which  Section  7 
is  enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority 

31 

(Hi)  Other  Premises  in  which 
Section  7 is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority 
(excluding  out-workers’ 
premises) 

1 

TOTAL 

43 

1 

— 



2. — Cases  in  which  DEFECTS  were  found. 

(If  defects  are  discovered  at  the  premises  on  two,  three  or  more  separate 
occasions  they  should  be  reckoned  as  two,  three  or  more  cases). 


Number  of  cases  in  which  defects 
were  found 

cases 
in  which 
prosecutions 
were 

instituted 

(6) 

Particulars 

(1) 

Found 

(2) 

Remedied 

(3) 

Referred 

To  H.M.  By  H.M. 
Inspector  Inspector 
(4)  (5) 

Want  of  cleanliness 
(S.l) 

Ocercrowding  (S.2) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable 
temperature  (S.3) 











Inadequate 
ventilation  (S.4) 

_ 

_ 

_ 

Ineffective  drainage 
of  floors  (S.6) 

Sanitary 

conveniences  (S.7) 
(a)  Insufficient 

(6)  Unsuitable  or 
defective 

(c)  Not  separate 
for  sexes 

Other  offences 
against  the  Act 
(not  indluding 
offences  relating 
to  Outwork) 

TOTAL 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Under  Part  VIII  of  the  Act  there  were  no  out-workers. 


58 


A 


